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Ontario Secondary School Teachers’ Foundation (OSSTF) president Harvey Bischof (centre), Ontario NDP leader Andrea Horwath (cen- 


See me - 


tre-left) and a group of protestors march outside TL Kennedy Secondary School on Jan. 8, 2019 - one of several planned protests 
throughout Peel Region. (Photo Courtesy of Brian Grandy 


A local secondary school was the site of 
a series of protests in Peel Wednesday af- 
ternoon, as union members and politi- 
cians picketed to protest provincial 
education cuts - the fourth one-day strike 
since November. 

Brampton, Caledon and Mississauga 
high schools were closed as Ontario Sec- 
ondary School Teachers’ Foundation 
(OSSTF) members, including teachers 
and union representatives, marched at 
several sites throughout the region. The 
protests come as a result of stalled con- 
tract negotiations between the province 
and the union. 

The protests are also impacting planned 
EQAQ assessments, with the Peel District 


Wedding 
Birthday 


School Board announcing Wednesday 
that its planned assessment, originally 
scheduled for next week, would be post- 
poned until further notice. 

“(Students) simply want to be in class,” 
said Education Minister Stephen Lecce, 
who spoke about the continued protests 
Wednesday afternoon during a media 
scrum at Queen’s Park. “They should not 
be in the middle of this. This is not a 
game. These kids should be learning 
every single day. My hope is that all the 
unions accept that and remain focused at 
the table to get a deal.” 

In Mississauga, OSSTF president Har- 
vey Bischof and provincial NDP leader 
Andrea Horwath led a group of protestors 


Receptions 
(Anniversaries 


outside TL Kennedy Secondary School, 
who criticized the province’s cuts and dis- 
missed Lecce’s position that delaying the 
tests would hurt students. 

“This government called this system 
‘broken’, and ‘failing students’, and now 
they want to claim that somehow, its 
postponement is going to be problem- 
atic... we don’t support this kind of stan- 
dardized testing. Postponing it isn’t going 
to do any harm to students,” Bischof said 
during a news conference in front of the 
school before the protestors marched. 

Look for additional coverage of this 
story, and more news and sports cover- 
age, tomorrow morning in this week’s 
edition of Peel Weekly News. 
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Traffic council program set to curb speeding drivers 


Mississauga is one of sev- 
eral testing sites for a new 
road safety initiative that 
aims to help reduce speed- 
ing throughout the province. 

The Ontario Traffic Coun- 
cil (OTC) announced the 
“Driving Safer Communi- 
ties” program last week, 
which seeks to reduce 
speeds in school zones and 
community safety zones 
where the posted speed 
limit is less than 80 kilome- 
tres per hour. The program 
is being held to support the 
Safer School Zones Act ini- 


tiative launched by the 
provincial Ministry of 
Transportation late last 
year, organizers said at a 
news conference. 

"Despite speed being a 
contributing factor in ap- 
proximately one third of 
fatal collisions across 
Canada, data being collected 
by municipalities across the 
province clearly demon- 
strates that vehicles are con- 
tinuing to speed," said 
Ontario Traffic Council ex- 
ecutive director Geoff 
Wilkinson. “We wholeheart- 


edly endorse the province's 
implementation of auto- 
mated speed enforcement 
(ASE), and to further sup- 
port the program we have 
launched the Driving Safer 
Communities campaign to 
ensure Ontario residents are 
well informed about this 
safety tool as a proven 
method for enforcing the 
posted speed limits in 
school zones and commu- 
nity safety zones." 
Wilkinson said that the 
OTC has worked alongside 
its participating municipali- 


ties as well as the Ministry 
of Transportation to develop 
a transparent, consistent 
and sustainable automated 
speed enforcement program 
that is designed to change 
driver behaviour in order to 
increase speed compliance 
in school zones and commu- 
nity safety zones. 

With the regulation giving 
Ontario's municipalities the 
ability to adopt new and en- 
hanced tools such as ASE to 
promote road safety in these 
designated areas, Ontarians 
can expect to see ASE sys- 
tems deployed across the 
province as early as spring. 

An automated system that 
uses a camera and a speed 
measurement device, ASE is 
one of many methods used - 
along with engineering ac- 
tivities, education initiatives 
and police enforcement - to 
enforce speed limits in areas 
with vulnerable popula- 
tions. 

Municipalities in Peel have 
already launched their own 
initiatives to address the 
issue of speeding in residen- 
tial zones, including advo- 
cacy campaigns, street signs 
and new police vehicles 
with advanced scanning 
technology. 

Participating municipali- 
ties will implement ASE 
technology via a data-driven 
approach that reflects infor- 
mation they have been cap- 


turing in their own commu- 
nities including the expo- 
sure of vulnerable road 
users in relation to vehicles; 
prior collisions; zone envi- 
ronment such as the loca- 
tion of schools, bridges, 
bicycle paths, etc.; speed 
data; public input; and en- 
forcement input with this 
data used to identify loca- 
tions where speed is a factor 
in road and _ pedestrian 
safety. 

In a statement from the 
OSC, they noted that data 
collected in 2018 from the 
City of Toronto demon- 
strated that in just one 
week, more than 50,000 
drivers were identified 
going over the posted speed 
limit of 30 kilometres per 
hour along Rockcliffe Blvd, 
which is in a community 
safety zone, with the maxi- 
mum speed clocked at 156 
kmph. 2019 data from Niag- 
ara Region shows the criti- 
cal need to address speeding 
in school zones and commu- 
nity safety zones with more 
than 25,000 and 100,000 
drivers identified going over 
the posted speed limit of 50 
kmph along Pelham and 
Montrose Roads, respec- 
tively. 

Toronto, Ottawa, Bramp- 
ton and Niagara Region will 
be the first of Ontario's mu- 
nicipalities to implement 
ASE with several other mu- 


nicipalities also anticipated 
to follow in the coming 
months including Burling- 
ton, London, Durham Re- 
gion, Mississauga, Peel 
Region and York Region, 
among others. 

Clear signage will be 
posted everywhere ASE is 
placed including signs in- 
stalled prior to the issuance 
of tickets to provide mo- 
torists with a warning that 
ASE systems will be coming 
to each specific location. 

With the most recent On- 
tario Road Safety Annual 
Report from the Ministry of 
Transportation showing 
that the number of people 
killed in Ontario in speed- 
related collisions increased 
by 13 per cent from 2015 to 
2016, the launch of the Driv- 
ing Safer Communities cam- 
paign is important to raise 
awareness of ASE and sup- 
port its use in locations 
where speed is a proven fac- 
tor in road and pedestrian 
safety, said Peterborough 
Police Service staff sergeant 
Peter Sejrup. 

"Ultimately, this is about 
safety and adhering to the 
posted speed limit is the 
law. We welcome ASE to On- 
tario's school zones and 
community safety zones as 
an effective way to improve 
road user safety." 


Enbridge gifts new alarms to Caledon Fire Service 


Caledon Fire Service 
picked up a major dona- 
tion just before the holi- 
days from Enbridge Gas, 
who gifted 198 new 
smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarms to the 
local organization. 

The new alarms, 
awarded through the 
Project Zero program, 
seeks to improve home 
safety and bring fire and 
carbon monoxide-related 
deaths in the Town down 
to zero. Project Zero is a 
public education cam- 
paign that seeks to pro- 
vide more than 9,100 
alarms to residents in 40 
municipalities throughout 
the province. 

When properly installed 
and maintained, the com- 
bination smoke and car- 


bon monoxide alarms 
help provide the early 
warning to safely escape 
from a house fire or car- 
bon monoxide exposure. 
Carbon monoxide is a 
toxic, odourless gas that 
is a by-product of incom- 
plete combustion of many 
types of common fuels. 

“Project Zero is a signif- 
icant public safety educa- 
tion program with 
impressive, measurable 
results.” said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. “Caledon is 
fortunate to be included 
in this partnership and to 
be able to distribute these 
carbon monoxide alarms 
in our public educational 
outreach safety campaign 
to keep our community 
safe,” 

Smoke alarms must be 


installed on every storey 
and outside all sleeping 
areas of the home. Carbon 
monoxide alarms must be 
installed outside all sleep- 
ing areas if your home has 
a fuel-burning appliance, 
fireplace or attached 
garage. 

For added protection, 
residents should install 
both smoke and carbon 
monoxide alarm on every 
storey of their home. 

“We have always 
prompted public safety 
through community part- 
nerships like Enbridge 
Gas, and Project Zero is 
an excellent opportunity 
to partner with other 
community agencies to 
keep our community resi- 
dents safe,” said Caledon 
Fire Chief Darryl] Bailey. 
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Ryerson inks new agreement with Brampton 


Brampton’s courtship of 
Ryerson University reached 
another pivotal milestone 
earlier this week, as the city 
announced that it has 
signed an agreement with 
the post-secondary institu- 
tion to establish an “Innova- 
tion Zone’ in the downtown 
core. 

The new initiative, an- 
nounced Tuesday, would see 
the city and Ryerson a new 
space that supports entre- 
preneurial projects, extend 
business infrastructure and 
foster new growth in 
emerging and existing in- 
dustries. The “Innovation 
Zone” will be part of a 
larger series of zones oper- 
ated under the Ryerson ban- 
ner, which are designed to 
help boost startup busi- 
nesses and entrepreneurial 
teams throughout the GTA 
and beyond. 

"We are looking forward 
to bringing our experience 
and expertise with start-ups 
and incubation to Bramp- 
ton’s innovation district,” 
said Ryerson president Mo- 
hamed Lachemi Tuesday. 
“(The Zone) will help foster 
ideas and connect entrepre- 
neurs with various organi- 
zations in the region, while 
equipping them with the 
critical thinking and prob- 
lem-solving skills needed to 
succeed and thrive in the 
modern economy." 

The new initiative is one 


of several linked to the city’s 
push to establish a greater 
post-secondary presence, 
with councillors and staff 
launching a movement late 
last year, “BramptonU’, to 
develop a fully-accredited 
university campus in the 
city. 
The city has already re- 
ceived support from provin- 
cial representatives and the 
Ontario Ministry of Colleges 
and Universities for the 
project, which would help 
bolster the city’s post-sec- 
ondary options for residents 
and students, and boost one 
of the critical pillars of the 
Brampton 2040 Vision 
project. 

Last year, the city an- 
nounced that consultants 


had been contracted for a 
variety of efforts related to 
the BramptonU project, in- 
cluding developing pri- 
vate/public partnerships to 
maintain advanced learning 
spaces and associated green 
buildings for both the pro- 
posed university and stu- 
dent housing, advocating at 
provincial and federal levels 
for support, and identifying 
programming that reflects 
the demands of the future 
economy. 

In a statement Tuesday, 
Brampton Mayor Patrick 
Brown said the Innovation 
Zone initiative represents 
an exciting opportunity, 
both for the city and Ryer- 
son. 


“This Innovation Zone 


takes us one step closer toa 
fully developed innovation 
ecosystem, which supports 
entrepreneurs at every 
stage of their journey,” said 
Brown, who indicated that 
the city is working on all 
possible options and part- 
nerships to address the 
needs of local students, en- 
trepreneurs and the future 
workforce. 

The Innovation Zone is 
planned to open this year, 
and would augment existing 
buildings and initiatives in- 
cluding the Brampton En- 
trepreneur Centre, the 
Rogers Cybersecure Cata- 
lyst and Ryerson’s existing 
startup incubator in the 
city. 


Bolton businessmen 
fined over unpaid wages 


Two Bolton-based busi- 
ness operators have been 
fined $200,000 after failing 
to obey a court order to pay 
their workers. 

A Toronto court ruled late 
last month that Core Preci- 
sion, a plastic manufactur- 
ing which operates at 1710 
Midland Avenue in Toronto, 
was guilty of failing to pay 
58 former employees who 
were owed unpaid wages. 

The company, along with 
two directors, Domenic Col- 
itto and Edoardo Del Rizzo, 
both of Bolton, pleaded 
guilty to the charge. 

The ruling, which was de- 
livered on Dec. 18, stems 
from an order from an em- 
ployment standards officer 
to pay approximately 
$400,000 in owed wages 
and vacation pay to the 58 
employees, ranging from 
$2,400 - 32,000 per em- 
ployee. 

In May 2009, or- 
ders to pay were 
issued to the com- 
pany for approxi- 
mately $490,000. 
In July 2009, or- 
ders to pay were 
issued to the com- 


pany's directors, & 
Colitto and Del 
Rizzo, for about 


$425,000. The or- § 
ders to pay were 
not appealed and 


were not paid. 

The company and its di- 
rectors pleaded guilty and 
were fined a total of 
$200,000, along with a 25 
per cent victim fine sur- 
charge, as required by the 
Provincial Offences Act. 

Prior to sentencing, the 
company and directors paid 
about $190,000 towards the 
orders to pay. The company 
still owes about $255,000 
to employees. 

The company was fined 
$100,000 and Colitto and 
Del Rizzo were each fined 
$50,000 for failing to com- 
ply with the orders to pay. 

In addition to the fines, 
the company and directors 
are required to pay the bal- 
ance owed on the orders to 


pay. 

About $3,600 was col- 
lected in separate garnish- 
ments in Nov. 2009 and 
Feb. 2010. 
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Trump’s ransom could push the world into a war 


Surjit Singh 
Flora 


The new tensions emerg- 
ing between the United 
States and Iran will affect 
countries around the world, 
after Iranian military gen- 
eral Qaseem Soleimani was 
killed in a U.S. attack last 
week. 

The entire world, includ- 
ing the United States, is cur- 
rently undergoing economic 
sluggishness and recession. 

This tension created by 
Iran can only worsen the sit- 
uation in the Middle East, 
and these worsening condi- 
tions could lead to further 
recession. 

On the one hand, U.S. Pres- 
ident Donald Trump is using 
open play in rhetoric against 
Iran. Inside the U.S., there 
are voices calling for action, 
as well as finalization of his 
impeachment. The U.S. gov- 
ernment has asked Trump 
for a response regarding 
Soleimani’s death. 

Even the U.S. government 
is withdrawing from 
Trump's warning of sanc- 
tions on Iraq and attacks on 
Iran. Democrats have called 
on Trump to make public be- 


cause of past attacks on 
Iranian commanders. House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi says a 
resolution will be brought to 
restrict the president's se- 
cret powers. She says 
Trump's attempt is “ex- 
hausting” and has put Amer- 
icans at risk. 

It seems that Trump is 
eager to win the presidential 
elections in November by 
playing the “Iranian card”, as 
usual. 

After much pressure, 
Trump sought a de-escala- 
tion Wednesday, saying 
Tehran "appears to be stand- 
ing down” after its missile 
attack on U.S. targets in Iraq. 

In a nine-minute speech, 
Trump vowed to keep up the 
pressure on Iran with "pun- 
ishing" new sanctions on top 
of the heavy economic re- 
straints already in place, but 
didn’t suggest the U.S. would 
be taking any additional mil- 
itary action in response. 

“Tran appears to be stand- 
ing down, which is a good 
thing for all parties con- 
cerned and a very good thing 
for the world,” said Trump. 
“No American or Iraqi lives 
were lost because of the pre- 
cautions taken, the dispersal 
of forces and an early warn- 
ing system that worked very 
well.” 

On the one hand, Trump is 
constantly threatening to 
teach Iran a lesson, and even 


the Iranian rulers are not 
silent. They have repeatedly 
claimed they will get re- 
venge for Soleimani's mur- 
der. Iranian rulers say they 
can refuse to stay within the 
boundaries of the 2015 nu- 
clear deal with other major 
countries in the world. 

The Iraqi parliament has 
also called for the removal of 
U.S. troops from the country 
altogether. This increased 
the risk further. 

New General Ismail Ghani, 
who is replacing Sulaimani, 
says his only purpose is to 
drive the United States out 
of the region. Exiting Iran's 
nuclear agreement can re- 
sult in extreme risk. 

That is why the Chancellor 
of Germany, the President of 
France and the Prime Minis- 
ter of Britain have urged 
Iran not to take any action 
beyond the scope of the 2015 
nuclear deal. Germany has 
also said that Trump's 
threats of sanctions on Iraq 
will not prove helpful. Ger- 
many has said that the solu- 
tion is not to deal with 
threats, but only to negotiate 
a solution. 

In retribution, Iran at- 
tacked two bases in Iraq 
where American troops were 
stationed by firing off 22 
missiles early Wednesday. 

This could lead to the re- 
turn of the Islamic State to 
Iraq. Such events in Iraq and 


Iran would make the Middle 
East a very dangerous and 
unstable situation. 

Trump has demanded bil- 
lions of dollars in compensa- 
tion from Iraq's parliament 
in response to a demand for 
the withdrawal of U.S. as- 
sets. Trump is also threaten- 
ing to impose sanctions that 
Iraq has not yet enforced, if 
not compensated. 

The emerging situation 
and the concern expressed 
by leaders of different coun- 
tries is evident because of 
President Trump's decisive 
decisions that threaten the 
entire world, including the 
United States, with increas- 
ing stress and risk. 

The growing conflict be- 
tween the U.S.-Iran cannot 
keep India apart. Currently, 
there are about seven mil- 
lion Indian nationals work- 
ing in the Middle East 
region, who send $40 billion 
back to India every year. 
UAE India is the third largest 
trading partner and the 
largest major investment in- 
vestor. India has visited 
Saudi Arabia and the UAE in 
recent years. 

The aim was to boost in- 
frastructure in the country 
by utilizing its funds. They 
also consider India's emerg- 
ing economy a good place for 
their capital investment. 

Despite the fact that there 
is talk of billions of dollars of 
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capital investment, capital 
investment in India still has 
no such additional capital, 
nor will it be keen to enter 
India. Iran's immense role 
for India lies in its immense 
oil and gas resources, as well 
as its geographical location 
and market potential. 

The Chabahar project 
opens the way for Iran to 
connect with Afghanistan 
and Central Asia, and subse- 
quently opens the way to 
Russia and Europe. If India 
becomes a partner in the 
U.S.-led effort to overthrow 
Iran, Iran may face new 
problems. 

India's pulling back on oil 
and gas supplies could also 
be a big blow to the country. 
Although, oil producing 
countries believe that once 
oil prices have spiked with 
earthquake in Middle East 
politics, they have been con- 
trolled and there is no future 
oil price hike or oil hunger. 
Not much of a problem 
should be fixed. 

There is no doubt that 
twored lines have already 
been breached by the U.S. 
over the Iran nuclear deal 
issue. 

Iran's top leader, Ali 
Khamenei, may decide to 
dissolve the Yemeni nuclear 
deal. But it will be difficult 
for them to hide the opposi- 
tion from England and Euro- 
pean countries. 


One thing is clear that 
General Suleimani's death 
has once again engulfed the 
United States in Middle 
Eastern politics, and the 
steps he is taking now have 
made it possible for both he 
and the country to be more 
visible in the field. They will 
likely be weighing the use of 
security forces and intelli- 
gence over the next few 
weeks. 

America is badly trapped 
in Afghanistan. Trump has 
taken a number of steps to 
remove U.S. troops from the 
area. Even the U.S. adminis- 
tration has been reaching 
out to an agreement with the 
Taliban to cease fire as part 
of peace talks for the region. 

Trump's attitude toward 
Pakistan is understood to be 
because of his role in 
Afghanistan. Now that the 
United States could not get 
rid of Afghanistan, it has 
taken a new step in the Mid- 
dle East. 

Conflict in the Middle East, 
where faces many difficul- 
ties internally, can face 
major challenges financially 
as well. 

As the reaction from lead- 
ers of different countries is 
being expressed, there is no 
denying that Trump's ran- 
som could push the entire 
world, including the United 
States, to a new war. 
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New Year’s Levee looks back on past decade, future 


by Surjit Singh Flora 

Brampton’s annual Mayor’s 
New Year’s Levee is a long- 
standing tradition that pro- 
vides an opportunity for the 
public to meet their elected 
representatives and celebrate 
the start of the New Year to- 
gether. 

Last Thursday, hundreds of 
guests were in attendance as 
Mayor Patrick Brown and 
members of Brampton coun- 
cil greeted the community 
and shared their hopes for the 
coming year. 

The word Levee comes 
from the French verb “lever,” 
which means to rise. The 
term refers to the practice of 
early Canadians who rose on 
the first day of the year to pay 
their respects to the master of 
the fort or government repre- 
sentative. 

The first recorded Levee in 
Canada was held in 1646. To 
this day, successive gover- 
nors-general, provincial lieu- 
tenants’ governor, military 
establishments, and some 
municipalities still open their 
doors to receive the public. 

Last week’s Levee was led 
by Brad Clark, who brought 
the elected officials into the 
atrium at Brampton City Hall, 
and Town Crier Andrew 
Welsh, who provided wel- 
coming remarks. 

Brown addressed the guests 


by saying that both he and 
council are looking forward 
to the work ahead in 2020. 

“We are proud to be your 
elected leaders, and we are 
working hard for you each 
and every day,” said Brown, 
who also spoke about the cur- 
rent council’s first year work- 
ing together after the 2018 
municipal election. 

“We have had a terrific first 
year. Council is working 
closely together and with City 
staff as “Team Brampton,” 
and we are getting results for 
our residents,” Brown contin- 
ued. 

In his speech, Brown said 
that people are at the heart of 
everything the city does. 

“We are energized by the 
mosaic of our city as one of 
Canada’s most multi-cultural 
cities,” Brown told the crowd, 
“and that is one of our great- 
est strengths.” 

He also highlighted some of 
Council’s progress from theor 
first year in office, such as the 
first property tax freeze in 19 
years, the launch of the Fair 
Deal for Brampton campaign 
on healthcare to increase the 
support and funding from the 
Province, and the opening of 
several new cricket pitches 
across the city. 

Other successful sports ini- 
tiatives included the staging 


of the highly-anticipated 
GT20 cricket tournament in 
the city, and the inaugural 
Hockey Night in Brampton 
fundraiser, which raised 
$411,000 for the William 
Osler Health Foundation. 

The groundbreaking cere- 
mony for the new Williams 
Parkway fire campus and me- 
morial for fallen heroes was 
also another successful initia- 
tive, said Brown, along with 
the introduction of $15 sen- 
iors’ transit passes and a mo- 
tion to bring free transit for 
seniors. 

Council also declared a cli- 
mate emergency earlier this 
year, and then followed up 
with important sustainability 
projects, including a plan to 
clean up local water bodies 
and improvements to the ac- 
tive transportation network. 

Brown also mentioned in 
his speech that the Brampton 
is one of the youngest cities in 
Canada, and that it’s commit- 
ted to providing young people 
with opportunities to learn, 
grow, play and launch their 
careers. 

“This year we’ve done more 
to support Brampton youth, 
introducing the first Youth 
Strategy, and more is coming 
in 2020,” Brown told the 
crowd, mentioning the intro- 
duction of BramptonU, a 


movement to launch Bramp- 
ton’s own fully accredited 
university. 

“Council’s priorities for this 
term of office are focused on 
making Brampton a better 
place for you. And I trust 
you'll see this reflected in 
what we did in 2019, and 
what we plan to do in the 
coming few years. We are 
creating a health and safe 
city,” said Brown. “We are 


creating a green city. We are 


creating a city of opportuni- 
ties. We are celebrating the 
vibrant mosaic as one of 
Canada’s most multi-cultural 
cities. And we’re doing it ina 
responsible, efficient way 
that respects ratepayers and 
demonstrates we are a well- 
run city.” 

The event also included 
complimentary refreshments 
from a selection of restau- 
rants in the city, including 
Dolcezza Custom Cakes, 


Gusto Pizzaria, DasBretzel- 
haus, and Segovia Coffee. 

Caledon also held their 
Winterfest celebration this 
past weekend, and Missis- 
sauga will hold its annual 
New Year’s Levee this Sunday, 
Jan. 12, from 1 - 4 p.m., at the 
Mississauga Civic Centre 
(300 City Centre Drive). 

Keep watching Peel Weekly 
News for additional coverage 
of these events. 


New production studio pledges to be a “Good Corporate Citizen” 


by Joseph Monachino 


CBS Stages Studios Canada 
held their official Grand 
Opening celebration for their 
new studio in north Missis- 
sauga on Sep. 28, 2019. 

Recently, I conducted an in- 
terview with Tommy McCul- 
lough, the assistant to Frank 
Siracusa, President of Whiz 
Bang Films, to ask him five 
questions in regards to the 
company and their work at 
the new CBS Studios location: 

Q) What are the company's 
objectives and goals for the 
near future? 

A) Whizbang Film's objec- 
tives are to make great televi- 
sion and strengthen the 
relationship between our 
company and continue to 
strengthen our ties with 
Canadian and US networks, 
studios, and streaming plat- 
forms. 

Q) What are the current 


productions that will be taped 
or filmed at the Mississauga 
location? 

A) We have a CW and a CBS 
miniseries in the works, 
though I can't disclose the ti- 
tles at this time. 

Q) What is the address of 
CBS STAGES STUDIOS in 
Mississauga? 

A) 1850 Matheson Boule- 
vard East, in Mississauga. 

Q) How does your company 
plan to be a "good corporate 
citizen" while operating in 
Mississauga? 

A) We are proud to have the 
support of the city of Missis- 
sauga as we venture into new 
territory taking part in man- 
aging the first branded studio 
in Canada. The studio will 
bring jobs and dollars into the 


city. 
Q) Who are the principal 
owners/directors of your 


company? 
A) Frank Siracusa is the 
President of Whizbang Films. 


As can be noted by one of 
his responses, McCullough in- 
dicated that “the studio will 
bring jobs and dollars into the 
city.” 

I personally visited the stu- 
dio facility on Sep. 28. What 
they have established at the 
address noted above is very 
impressive. Even though they 
are a fledgling enterprise in 
Mississauga, their brand 
name will do wonders to at- 
tract television and motion 
picture production to Missis- 
sauga. 

The City of Mississauga can 
look forward to being a major 
centre, not only in Canada, 
but also North America for 
entertainment production 
companies to tape or film 


their T.V. or movie 
ventures here. CBS 
Stages Studios 
Canada is one of 
five facilities to 
carry out such en- | 
deavours in Missis- 
sauga. Those who 
approved to have 
the major studios 
establish them- 
selves in the City of 
Mississauga _ de- 
serve to be congrat- 
ulated. 

If your T.V. or film 
production com- 
pany is considering 
the Greater Toronto 
Area for a facility to 
shoot a production, 
major consideration 
should be given to 
CBS Stages Studios 
Canada. 


—e- 
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2020 - The New Decade of Our Lives 


by Elizabeth Banfalvi 


2020 - the starting of the 
new decade. 

What do you think you 
can do differently for this 
decade? How and what do 
you want as change? How 
do you see yourself at the 
end of this coming decade? 

Do you see yourself as dif- 
ferent because you will be? 
You will be ten years older. 
Is that going to make a dif- 
ference in you? 

So, where do we start? 


Today is a good start. What 


do you need to start chang- 
ing? Are you happy with 
how you are? If not, where 
and what can you change? 

A good practice is to jour- 
nal what you want and 
what you are today that 
needs to change. It is amaz- 
ing how we forget in the fu- 
ture what we were like 
when we started so get a 
journal no matter what 
size. 

Write what you want and 
date it. Update often so you 


see how you change. Some 
things will become irrele- 
vant, but that is alright. 

When I separated, I did 
the 101-wish list from one 
of the Chicken Soup for the 
Soul books. I did it because 
I needed to make changes 
in my life. So many came 
true, even though it took 
some years to see them be- 
come real. 

So, what are you prepared 
to change or do in your life? 
Where do we start? Are 


you close to a certain time 
in your life like being a sen- 
ior then write what you 
want to end up doing? If 
you want a change in your 
life, open some doors and 
see what is possible. Oppor- 
tunities are everywhere. 

Make new friends and go 
to different places and at- 
tend new things. There are 
so many new and fascinat- 
ing opportunities out there 
and some you won’t like, 
but at least learn a lesson 
from each of them no mat- 
ter how small. Enjoy the 
fact you have the freedom 
to attend all these events or 
places. So many don’t or 
won't. 

The place you start is 
your mirror and what it 
shows you. Don’t be afraid 
of the vision it shows you. 
That iswhat you’ can 
change. Take care of that 
person who is starting back 
at you. We all need to start 
there. Smile at them and 
see how easy it is to smile 
back. Now go and figure out 
what you need to do to 
make that person happy. 

The beginning of a decade 
in numerology means new- 
ness and opportunities, so 
right away you can use this 


sense of knowing to start 
discovering what you can 
change and renew. 

Do make resolutions but 
more in the line of changing 
your habits. Go ahead and 
figure out new ways to ex- 
ercise or eat differently. 
Find ways to change your 
habits at work too which 
will correspond with what 
you are doing at home. 

That is a large part of 
your life. Talk to different 
people at work to enlarge 
your circle of fellow work- 
ers. Every person opens 
your awareness to who you 
can become. 

Change your surround- 
ings at home and work. 
Make it more enlivened to 
start you thinking differ- 
ently. Use more visual 
prompts on your computer 
to make you more engaged. 
Colours are amazing and 
give you different focus. 

Move more at work rather 
than just sitting and staring 
at your computer. Stand up 
and make yourself stretch 
out your body or take a 
short walk around the of- 
fice. 

Life at home should be 
looked at. If you have chil- 
dren, they learn more from 


what they see than what 
you tell them, so include 
them in the changes but in 
their own way. Make them 
part of your routine and let 
them be free. They will 
connect in a different way. 
Allow them a space where 
you listen to them talk 
about themselves. Let them 
connect no matter how 
young or old they are. They 
will always need to know 
you are there for them. 

Are you married or just 
have someone special? 
Take them somewhere dif- 
ferent where you can listen 
to them. Enjoy their com- 
panionship, not just their 
availability. 

Everyone needs to be lis- 
tened to. Learn what they 
want in life. Maybe it won’t 
be the same as you but 
that’s alright. Everyone has 
their own path. 

So, are you ready? Do you 
have your journal ready? 
Go buy something special 
that it will be ready for you 
every day to write in and 
explore what you are ready 
to do. Take the first step in 
the next decade of your life. 
It is worth it!!! 


Headwaters Health Care picks up major investment 


by Alex Gregory 


Representatives from 
Headwaters Health Care 
Centre were on hand last 
month to receive a major 
investment from the 
province, which will help 
support much-needed re- 
pairs and upgrades for 
the facility. 

The investments, an- 
nounced by Dufferin- 
Caledon MPP _ Sylvia 
Jones and Headwaters 
Hospital President and 
CEO Kim Delahunt on 
Dec. 18, will include $1.1 
million in funding 
through the province’s 
Health Infrastructural 
Renewal Funding pro- 
gram, which will be used 
to support new upgrades, 
maintenance and repairs 
for the site. 

“This investment will 
help ensure that patients 
in Dufferin-Caledon re- 
ceive the care they need 
in a safe and comfortable 
setting,” said Jones, who 
noted that the province is 
collectively investing 


$175 million to support, 
modernize and upgrade 
131 hospitals in Ontario. 
“Facility improvements 
can make the world of 
difference to a patient’s 
experience. This funding 
will help ensure that our 
hospital is able to make 
needed improvements 
and upgrades.” 

During the announce- 
ment, staff from the cen- 
tre said that the 
upgrades wwill include 
repairs to the facility 
roof, air distribution up- 
grades, elevator modern- 
ization and additional 
construction projects. 

The facility is aging, 
and the funding will ad- 
dress some of the cen- 
tre’s more urgent 
concerns, said Delahunt. 

“We need to be able to 
depend on our building 
when providing patient 
care as well as providing 
a safe environment for 
people who work and 
volunteer here. This in- 


vestment will help 


us do just that,” | 
said Delahunt. 

In a statement, | 
Ontario Health — 
Minister Christine 
Elliott said the up- | _ 
grades are part ofa | |) 
larger plan to sup- 
port hospitals 
across the 
province, and help 
build a sustainable 
and connected sys- 


Fo 


tem centering 
around patient 
care. 


“Maintaining 
hospital infrastruc- 
ture is one more 
example of how we 
are working to- 
wards ensuring 
that Ontarians 
have the health 
care services they 
can depend on 
while building the 
capacity we need 
to end hallway 
health care,” said 
Elliott. 


—_ 
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Anew community sign 
is greeting residents driv- 
ing along Derry Road in 
Malton. 

The “Malton Letters’, 
located near the Derry 
and Goreway Road inter- 
section in Paul Coffey 
Park, are drawing atten- 
tion with their bold pres- 
ence and bold (and 
bright) presence at night! 

The sign, which stands 
an impressive 13 feet tall 
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and was _ supported 
through efforts from var- 
ious levels of government 
and corporate support, 
will be formally opened 
with a celebration in the 
spring. 

The initiative was 
helped by key board 
members and supporters 
at the Malton Business 
Improvement Association 
(BIA), said Ward 5 Coun- 
cillor Carolyn Parrish. 


“This sign will continue 
to glow every night. 
Sometimes we dream of 
great projects and they 
don’t quite match those 
dreams. This is an incred- 
ible exception,” Parrish 
said last month. “Thank 
you to everyone involved 
with this amazing proj- 
ect.” 


(Submitted Photo) 
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New tree seedling program takes 
root in Caledon 


Caledon landowners, in- 
cluding residents, busi- 
nesses and schools, can 
now order trees through 
the Town’s 2020 Tree 
Seedling Program. 

The program, which was 
announced earlier this 
week, will provide resi- 
dents with options to pur- 
chase potted trees and 
bundled seedlings. 

Since 2002, an estimated 
185,372 trees have been 
distributed to Caledon 
landowners through this 
program. 

The Town has partnered 
with Forests Ontario this 
year to offer bundled 
seedlings at a reduced cost 
through their Over-the- 
Counter tree sales pro- 
gram. All seedlings 
purchased through the 
Town’s Tree Seedling Pro- 
gram will be counted to- 
wards Forest Ontario’s 50 
Million Tree Program. 

The Town is proud to be 
partnering with Forests 
Ontario to increase tree 
canopy in the Caledon 
area, said Mayor Allan 
Thompson. “This program 
offers the dual benefit of 


reducing the local impacts 
of climate change by ab- 
sorbing carbon from the 
atmosphere, improving 
local air quality, and con- 
tributing to broader 
Provincial-wide goals.” 

Ten types of potted de- 
ciduous (hardwood) specie, 
including Red Oak, Silver 
Maple, White Birch and 
Sugar Maple, and three 
types of coniferous (soft- 
wood) seedling species in- 
cluding White Cedar, White 
Pine and White Spruce can 
be ordered through the 
program. 

The minimum order is 
one bundle which contains 
ten seedlings. 


Orders must be placed by 
Monday, Apr. 27. Tree or- 
ders will be ready for pick 
up on Saturday, May 16. 

The Town has partnered 
with the Toronto and Re- 
gion Conservation Author- 
ity (TRCA) and Credit 
Valley Conservation (CVC) 
to offer extended programs 
and planting services for 
residents with larger (one 
or two-acre or larger) 
properties will also be 
made available through the 
Town, it was announced 
earlier this week. 

For more information on 
the program or to place an 
order, visit forestontario.ca 
for more information. 


Friendship is on tap at Mississauga club 


It’s a Tuesday morn- 
ing, and_ several 
women have gathered 
for breakfast at a 
Mississauga restau- 
rant. 

The scene changes 
to another day and 
time, which finds a 
group of men and 
women at a private 
home to play bridge. 

The setting moves 
once again to another 
time frame and a 
number of people 
have gathered to take 
in a production at the 
Meadowvale Theatre. 

These activities and 
many more are avail- 
able to members of 
the Mississauga New- 
comers and Friend- 
ship Club (MNAC), an 
all-volunteer group 
that is an affiliate of 
the City of Missis- 


sauga’s Recreation 
and Parks Depart- 
ment. 


A number of the 


members originally 
hail from countries as 
diverse as South 
Africa, Switzerland 
and Egypt. Others are 
originally from 
provinces of Canada 
as well as from vari- 
ous parts of Ontario. 
“Any adult resident 
of Mississauga who 
wishes to meet new 
friends, participate in 
social activities and is 
willing to be friendly 
and helpful to others 
is welcome to become 
a member,” says Bar- 
bara Niggemann, a 
native of Montreal, 
who is serving her 
second consecutive 
year as president of 
the group. 
Mississauga __ resi- 
dents who relocate to 
other communities 
are eligible to retain 
their memberships, 
and potential mem- 
bers can attend one 
general meeting and 


one club activity be- 


fore becoming a 
member. 
Ann and_ David 


Edge, natives of the 
United Kingdom who 
moved to Mississauga 
from New Jersey in 
1988, have found the 
club a positive expe- 
rience. 

“T have met a lot of 
people and developed 
a number of friend- 
ships,” said Ann, who 
has served as presi- 
dent, vice president 
and treasurer, says. 
She is currently con- 
vener of the theatre 
group. 

David Wood and his 
wife, Marcia Swaby, 
echo those _ senti- 
ments. The couple 
moved to Mississauga 
from Calgary. David, 
a former treasurer of 
the club, is currently 
membership — chair- 
man. Marsha _ has 
been secretary and 


vice president on the 
executive and con- 
vener of couples 
bridge. She also be- 
longs to two book 
clubs, and _ ladies 
bridge. 

“We have enjoyed 
meeting new mem- 
bers and have made 
many friends.” the 
couple said. “The club 
was a lifesaver when 
we moved to MiIssis- 
sauga... we are glad 
people can join if 
their life circum- 
stances change. 

There are not many 
of us who move the 
way we used to, when 
it was more normal 


for companies to 
move employees 
around.” 


Two of the most re- 
cent successful events 
the club has held 
were a tea and a pot 
luck supper at the 
South Common Cen- 
tre. Barb’ credits 


—e- 


everyone for pitching 
in. 

However, others say 
Barb’s leadership ef- 
forts were strongly 
employed and helped 
the group a great 
deal. 

“She did a great job 
organizing and mak- 
ing sure everything 
was right”, notes 
Ancy Sookraj, a na- 
tive of India, who 
also is extremely ac- 
tive in the group. For 
example, she coordi- 
nates all the clubs ac- 


tivities. 
In 2020, the club 
will mark a _ mile- 


stone, as they will be 
celebrating their 50th 
anniversary. A dinner 
at an upscale venue 
will be among the ac- 
tivities. 

The group began as 
the Mississauga New- 
comers Club in 1970. 
When the usual run 
of two years for a 


newcomers club was 
completed, members 
were still enthusias- 
tic with its connec- 
tions and friendships 
that they didn’t want 
to disband. 

From 1973 on, an 
alumni club, ACORN 
(Alumni Club of Reor- 
ganized Newcomers) 
was added. 


Throughout the 
years, the group of 
newcomers and 


alumni has continued 
to share friendships, 


activities and hob- 
bies. Its programs 
and community 


events include donat- 
ing to a food bank, 
community service 
and working on 
archives of club his- 
tory. 

The club welcomes 
new members. For 
further information, 
call Bernadette at 


(905) 567-4602. 
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JOIN US FOR OUR TOWN HALL 
January 17, 2020, 6 to 8 p.m. 

Fletcher's Meadow Secondary School 
10750 Chinguacousy Road, Brampton 


REFRESHMENTS WILL BE SERVED. 


RSVP BY JAN. 14! PLEASE CONFIRM YOUR ATTENDANCE BY 
EMAILING COMMUNICATIONS@PEELSB.COM 
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A brand new decade - with a brand new grandson! 


by Vidya Gopaul 


What a way to start the 
new year - and the new 
decade for my family! 

The Gopaul family were 
two, then became four, six, 
eight, and now we are nine - 
what a perfect number. 
Number nine completes the 
basic counting units - zero to 
nine. 

The ninth member of the 
family was added to my 
Gopaul clan on Dec. 25, 2019. 
We call him "The Christmas 
Boy"! Our lovely daughter, 
Jyoti, gave birth to our cute 
grandson, Kaiden, on that 
day. She chose that name 
very carefully and with deep 
thoughts. 

“Kai” by itself means 
water/sea in Hawaiian cul- 
ture. She chose that name be- 
cause she just loves water 
and she is an excellent swim- 
mer. She wants to give a 
name to her son in a way she 
can relate to him. 

When you expand the name 
to Kaiden, it means warrior, 
strength and protector in Eu- 
ropean culture. She hopes 
that her son will have those 
qualities when he grows up. 

Kaiden will call me Nana 
(same as grandpa) and my 
wife Nani-ma (grandma) ac- 
cording to our culture, be- 
cause he is the son of our 
daughter. On the other hand, 
children of our son will call us 
Dada (grandpa) and Dadi-ma 
(grandma) respectively. 

Hence in our culture, you 


can know the exact relation 
among immediate and ex- 
tended family members. If I 
say uncle to someone in my 
family, you would know ex- 
actly which side of the family 
he belongs to - from my fa- 
ther side or from my mother 
side. Chacha means uncle 
from my father side and 
mamoo (mama) means uncle 
from my mother side. 

Nana and Nani-ma have 
started the new decade 2020 
on cloud nine. We are so ex- 
cited, emotionally charged 
and ecstatic that no words 
can explain those feelings. I 
can only say it is a blessing in 
the sky. 

This is a blessing that not 
everyone has the chance to 
experience it, and that is, to 
be called Nana, Nani-ma and 
Dada, Dadi-ma. 

Actually, I have achieved 
quite a few milestones in my 
life. I was the first one to have 
a wedding in our house and 
be a father-in law in the fam- 
ily. I was the first one in the 
family to become a Dada 
(grandpa from the son's side) 
and Nana (grandpa from 
daughter's side). I am the 
first one to become a grand- 
parent three times. 

To become a grandparent, I 
think, is the most rewarding, 
uplifting and fulfilling feeling 
you can get. It sort of com- 
pletes the cycle of parenthood 
- that is, we are born, get 
married, have children and 


then become a grandparent. 
After that, your children take 
over that cycle. Just ask those 
couples who cannot have 
children and those who have 
children but cannot have 
grandchildren, how empty 
their lives are. 

From my own experiences 
and from those of my wife, 
we have learned that being 
grandparents gives us a 
chance to fulfill, or rather, 
shall I say, gives us a chance 
to complete all the feelings of 
raising our own children that 
we missed during their ear- 
lier days of upbringings. 

Those who have raised 
their children know what I 
am describing about, and that 
is, twenty-five per cent of our 
children's prime time have 
been spent at the day-care, 
babysitter or some other day 
care services. 

Add to that, it has always 
been "go, go, go" from that 
start of the day to the dawn 
and do not have the quality 
time to spend with our own 
children while they are grow- 
ing up from baby to twelve 
years old. When parents have 
work shifts to do, that per- 
centage of being missing in 
action goes up because when 
you come home from work 
children are sleeping, and 
when you wake up, they are 
at school. 

Therefore, as grandparents 
we sort of complete that feel- 
ings, at least my wife did. She 


took an early retirement from 
her job to raise and babysit 
our grandchild, Oliver, since 
he was one year old. 

She told me that she ex- 
pressed and fulfilled her de- 
sires, which she missed while 
raising our own children 
while they were very small. 
When I retired three years 
ago, I personally felt that I 
was completing my responsi- 
bilities of taking my grand- 
sons to enjoy fishing, cutting 
grass, skating, riding the bus 
and train, tobogganing and 
just going to the corner store 
to buy goodies, which I did 
not do much with my kids 
when they were growing up 
with me. 

Remember that old saying, 
"Parents are to discipline the 
children and grandparents 
are to spoil them...!" That is 
very true but I, as a grandpa, 
do not spoil them with 
money, expensive toys or 
fancy games. I spoil them 
with lot of love and things 
they want to do. For example, 
my two grandkids, 10 year- 
old Oliver and seven year-old 
Pierce, love to ride the bus, 
train and buy things from the 
convenient store. 

They just like to be little 
boys. I do not overdo it, but 
just enough to fulfill their de- 
sires. 

Those are the first things 
they want do when they come 
to visit our place, "Dada, I 
want to go on the bus, train 


and store..." Not only do they 
want to go on the bus, but 
they want a particular type of 
bus and that is, it has to be 
blue in colour and the ex- 
tended one. They call it a 
"blue bending bus." 

Kaiden, who just joined the 
elite group of grandsons, will 
have to compete with the 
other two. Imagine taking 
three little monkeys on the 
bus, train and to the stores? 


Good luck to me, Dada/Nana! 

Now that we have set our 
children on the right path, 
gave them good education, 
got them settled in their lives, 
married and with their own 
children, and we being grand- 
parents, my wife and I are 
now living on a bonus life 
rather than on a borrowed 
life. 
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